government about the Royal Society's pragmatic objectives. The Society's scientists, like their British fellow workers, were perceived to be excessively theoretical. The colonial government in Canada, partial to utilitarian policies, found it difficult to support an organization primarily devoted to furthering intellectual visibility abroad. 4 These two evaluations of the Royal Society's early years raise important points, but they ignore several issues in the Society's creation. From the beginning the Society was plagued with confusion of purpose and internal strife. The men who founded the Society could not resolve difficulties that became, over the next century, structural features of Canadian scholarly life. In this communication we reexamine the founding of the Royal Society of Canada in light of archival material recently catalogued at McGill University. This material, the science-related correspondence of John William Dawson, provides a more detailed picture of the motivations behind the Society's creation and of the unique mold in which the Society was cast. The correspondence also reveals how, by 1885, a web of professional scientists, working in private colleges and universities as well as in government geological surveys, had spread out across Canada. It became the ambitious task of the Society to galvanize these scattered professionals into a national scientific elite.
Before 1882, Canada claimed several local scientific and literary societies, but few had aspirations to national status. The Canadian Institute in Toronto did apply in 1859 for a charter to change its name to the 'Royal Society of Canada,' but this request was refused because of the Institute's predominantly Upper Canadian character.
5
It remained for John Douglas Sutherland Campbell, Marquis of Lome and Governor-General of Canada, to resurrect the notion of a national scientific society almost fifteen years later. He was a poet more prolific than proficient, and his blue-blooded and influential wife, Princess Louise, was an amateur painter and avid sponsor of artistic endeavour. Two years earlier, in 1880, the couple had supported the foundation of the Royal Canadian Academy of Art, and its success undoubtedly motivated the Governor-General to move on to the next phase of his cultural institutionbuilding.
That Lome borrowed the model of the ln4>tÂ,tat de. VfiaYicz with its five independent academies is not surprising, given his admiration for French culture. ... although it may be well ... to look at science from a national point of view,"yet it must never be forgotten that the true significance of the life work of such men as we have been considering lies, not in their representation of this country or that, but in the fact that they form one detachment of the great army, which in every country of the world is endeavouring, with more or less success, to hold the citadels of truth and push ever farther back the confines of ignorance and error,
33
There can be no doubt that many Society members believed in Bovey's rhetoric as they saw in the Royal Society of Canada a much awaited mechanism which would aid in alleviating intellectual isolation and which provided a means whereby Canadian scholarly work could be added to the reservoir of world knowledge.
The early years of the Royal Society of Canada were not easy for the offspring of an unlikely union between nationalistic aspirations and professional ambition. The Society was an artificial creation, established by a statesman for political ends and nurtured by an intellectual elite for their own purposes. The organizational obstacles which had to be overcome in minimizing the friction between literary men and scientists, with their different professional norms,34 and in establishing a vehicle which would allow for the greater visibility of Canadian science meant that nationalism and professionalism overshadowed the advancement of knowledge. 
